
 

 

 

 
 

  
AGENDA 

ALI CURUNG LOCAL AUTHORITY MEETING 
 

MONDAY,  3 APRIL 2023 
Barkly Regional Council’s Ali Curung Local Authority will be held in  Ali Curung Council Office - 

Conference Room on Monday,  3 April 2023 at  10.00am. 
 
 

Russell Anderson 
Acting Chief Executive Officer 

 
OUR VISION 
 
We strive to be responsive, progressive, sustainable council which 
respects, listens and empowers the people to be strong.  

 
The Way We Will Work 
 
We will make it happen! 
We will be engaged and have regular opportunities to listen.  
We will have strong policy and budgets to ensure our programs and 
services are progressive and sustainable. 
Respect is shown in everything we do and we have acceptance of all 
cultures in the Barkly Region and their practices through a culturally 
competent Council. 
We are a responsible Council. 
We will be a responsive Council. 
We want to empower local decision making. 
We want to ensure that our services are sustainable and that our region has 
a standard consistent level of services. 
We want to be able to sustain our environment – our communities, our 
physical places, our people and our organisational culture. 
We will aggressively pursue additional funding from both levels of 
government to improve the standard of living of people across the region. 
We need to be realistic, transparent and accountable. 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT TO COUNTRY 

We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of 
Warumungu, Mudberra, Jingili, Wakaya, 
Wambaya, Waanyi, Walpiri, Warlmanpa, 

Alyawarr, Anmatyerre and Kaytetye Country on 
which Barkly Regional Council live and work, 
and recognise their continuing connection to 

land, waters and culture.  We pay our respects 
to the ancestors and elders of these lands, 

past, present and emerging. 

May we continue to work together to 
Deliver sustainable outcomes through a process 

Based on mutual respect and understanding. 

COUNCIL PRAYER 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, we trust you will guide and bless 
this meeting of the Barkly Regional Council. We pray that 
you will ensure that all discussions and decisions made 
today are just and fair as they will affect all people within 
the Barkly Region. We also pray for your guidance to 
ensure that all our dealings are appropriate to all those 
whom we represent and will reflect an equitable and honest 
approach to the issues to be discussed today. 

Amen 
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AGENDA 

 

ITEM SUBJECT PAGE NO 

 
MEETING TO COMMENCE WITH ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF TRADITIONAL 
OWNERS 

 

1 OPENING & ATTENDANCE 

1.1 Authority Members Present 
1.2 Staff and Visitors Present 
1.3 Apologies To Be Accepted 
1.4 Absent Without Apologies 
1.5 Resignations 
1.6 Disclosure of Interests 
1.7 Review of disclosure of interests 

 

2 CONFIRMATION OF PREVIOUS MINUTES 

2.1 Confirmation of Previous Minutes ..................................................................................... 5  

3 ACTIONS FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 

Nil  

4 CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER REPORTS 

4.1 Director of Operations Report ......................................................................................... 11  

5 FINANCE 

Nil  

6 AREA MANAGERS REPORT 

Nil  

7 GENERAL BUSINESS 

7.1 Backup Generation - DCMC ........................................................................................... 12 
7.2 Ali Curung Community Development Report ................................................................. 17 
7.3 Ali Curung Safe House Report ....................................................................................... 21 
7.4 Community Safety Report .............................................................................................. 26 
7.5 Barkly Regional Deal Update from the Barkly Backbone ............................................... 28  

8 CORRESPONDENCE 

Nil  

9 OTHER MATTERS FOR NOTING 

Nil  

10 REPORTS FROM BARKLY REGIONAL COUNCIL 

Nil  

11 THE REGIONAL COUNCIL'S PROPOSED REGIONAL PLAN 

Nil  

12 VISITOR PRESENTATIONS 

12.1 Menzies School of Health Research Presentation ......................................................... 29 
12.2 University of Adelaide Presentation ............................................................................... 31  

13 OTHER BUSINESS 
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13.1 Sport and Recreation Report .......................................................................................... 33  

14 CLOSE OF MEETING 
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CONFIRMATION OF PREVIOUS MINUTES 

ITEM NUMBER 2.1 

TITLE Confirmation of Previous Minutes 

REFERENCE 380196 

AUTHOR Liza Taylor, Senior Administrative Officer         
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
 
That the Authority confirm the Minutes of the Local Authority Meeting held on 14th of 
November 2022 as a true and accurate record. 
 
 
SUMMARY: 
This provides the Ali Curung Local Authority with an opportunity to confirm the official record 
of the Meeting held on 14h of November 2022 accurately records the business and decisions 
of that meeting. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Nil 
 
ISSUE/OPTIONS/CONSEQUENCES 
 
Nil 
 
CONSULTATION & TIMING 
 
Nil 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1  ACLA_14112022_MIN_833.pdf  
  
  



Attachment 1 ACLA_14112022_MIN_833.pdf 
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CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER REPORTS 

ITEM NUMBER 4.1 

TITLE Director of Operations Report  

REFERENCE 380208 

AUTHOR Liza Taylor, Senior Administrative Officer         
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the Authority receive and note the report. 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
In the absence of Troy Koch, Darren Lovett has provided a summary for the LA. This report 
provides the Ali Curung Local Authority with an opportunity to review council operations that 
have occurred in the Ali Curung community since the last LA meeting. 
 
Fleet Management 
The BRC fleet for Ali Curung has undergone a substantial audit to ensure all fleet is fit for 
purpose. Major overdue repairs have been carried out to most of the fleet to include 
servicing. Of note, the BRC garbage truck has been identified as requiring repairs that 
cannot be rectified ion the community and has been moved to Tennant Creek for work. 
 
BRC services 
A minor restructure of the BRC operational management now has the Area Manager 
responsible for the oversight of all council service delivery aspects in the community to 
include community development programs in conjunction with the Director of Community 
Development. 
 
Infrastructure 
An audit of all community infrastructure has identified the need to service all streetlights 
(awaiting quotes) and conduct an audit of the water park to ensure all is functioning as it 
should. 
 
BRC personnel  
Manpower shortages have seen a slight decline in service delivery in the community. BRC 
will now completer recruitment at a local level with a view to employing more casual 
employees to bolster the existing workforce.  
Community Visits – numerous 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
There are no attachments for this report. 
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GENERAL BUSINESS 

ITEM NUMBER 7.1 

TITLE Backup Generation - DCMC 

REFERENCE 380210 

AUTHOR Liza Taylor, Senior Administrative Officer         
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the Authority receive and note the report on backup generation 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
Department of the Chief Minister and Cabinet wrote on behalf of the Barkly Regional 
Coordination Committee regarding issues raised by Ali Curung community that are within 
Power & Water’s scope.  
 
Issue 1:  
Backup generator for Community: community members have raised concern that in the 
event of a power outage, currently a Power & Water technician needs to travel from Tennant 
Creek to community to start the generator. Previously this was done locally. The current 
arrangement can create delays if technicians are on other jobs or if roads are cut due to 
weather events (as happened in Dec 22 – Jan 22 period) leading to food security and other 
risks. Community also considers it a potential employment/training opportunity for local 
residents 
 
Community request: 
Is it possible to develop a local level arrangement whereby someone residing in the 
community can perform the work to bring the generator online? 
 
Response:  

 Activation of the Ali Curung High Voltage (HV) Generation Unit (the generator) 
involves a number of steps, with participation by multiple team members from both 
Power Services and System Control.  

 

 Before the generator can be started, the HV supply from Tennant Creek must be 
manually ‘switched off’ (to isolate the town supply from the incoming HV line) and the 
generator step-up transformer must have its neutral switched to earth. Failure to 
correctly undertake these steps poses a significant safety issue to the person 
attempting the activity, community residents, the generator, Power and Water 
employees and the broader network (with potential to energise a line being worked 
on by Power and Water or energise the line back to Tennant Creek Power Station). 
In light of these risks, when generator activation is required, a qualified Power and 
Water Operator is sent from Alice Springs or Tennant Creek to safely switch on the 
unit.  
 

 HV supply switching for the generator activation is a specialised task performed by 
accredited Power and Water Operators who are trained in HV switching. These 
Operators must hold an Electrical and/or Linesman’s licence and must have 
completed Power and Water’s HV Operations competency training (with competency 
required to be maintained through regular operational switching activities). 
 

 Due to the high risk nature of this task, this activity has never been undertaken at a 
local level.  
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 Identification of a local community resource in possession of the required experience, 
electrical trade and HV switching competencies (as outlined above) is considered 
extremely unlikely, and given the requirement for regular switching activities to be 
undertaken to maintain authorisation currency, the training of a community resource 
to meet these requirements is not considered a viable option by Power and Water. 

 
 
Issue 2: 
Decommissioning backup generator for Community: Yesterday I was told that Power Water 
is considering decommissioning the Ali Curung Backup generator.  
 
DCMC/BRC Request:  

1. Can you please confirm if this is correct?  
2. If so, we would appreciate an opportunity to discuss to understand a range of issues 

including timeframe, risk analysis including community preparedness (particularly 
shop/clinic etc), transition arrangements, and community consultation. 

 
Response: 
 

 As the generator in the community is reaching the end of its useful life, Power and 
Water has undertaken a review of the installation which supported decommissioning 
of the installation on the following basis: 

o The generator is no longer large enough to service the community’s 

maximum demand. 

o The installation does not meet current safety standards and would cost 

approximately $2 million to replace, with significant ongoing maintenance 
costs.  

o Based on a review of outage duration data, activation of the installation would 

have only been useful once in the last five years. 

o Ali Curung is currently the only grid connected community / township in the 

Northern Territory (NT) that has a local back-up generator. 

 

 While outage data supports that Ali Curung does not record more frequent system 

interruptions than other similar sized communities, it is recognized that the 

community has at times experienced longer unplanned outages (relating to the time 

required to manually inspect, locate and repair faults on the 150km high voltage (HV) 

line between Ali Curung and Tennant Creek). To address this issue, Power and 

Water has installed a remotely operated HV switch to allow sectionalisation of the 

supply line remotely from Darwin, assisting to identify the section of line where the 

fault is located. This minimizes the length of line requiring manual inspection by 

Power and Water field crews and supports improved unplanned outage restoration 

times for the community.  

 

 Power and Water would be happy to arrange a suitable time to meet with the Barkly 

Regional Coordination Committee to discuss the decommissioning proposal and to 

assist with the issues you have.  

 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1  DCMC - Power Generation.pdf  
  
  



Attachment 1 DCMC - Power Generation.pdf 
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GENERAL BUSINESS 

ITEM NUMBER 7.2 

TITLE Ali Curung Community Development Report 
 

REFERENCE 380213 

AUTHOR Liza Taylor, Senior Administrative Officer         
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the Authority receive and note the report. 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
This report details service delivery feedback for the community of Ali Curung.  
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Nil 
 
ISSUE/OPTIONS/CONSEQUENCES 
 
Nil 
 
CONSULTATION & TIMING 
 
Nil 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1  Ali Curung Community Development.pdf  
  
  



Attachment 1 Ali Curung Community Development.pdf 
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GENERAL BUSINESS 

ITEM NUMBER 7.3 

TITLE Ali Curung Safe House Report  

REFERENCE 380214 

AUTHOR Liza Taylor, Senior Administrative Officer         
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the Authority receive and note the report. 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
The report details the attendance of programs and the important work that the safe house 
does in the community of Ali Curung. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Nil 
 
ISSUE/OPTIONS/CONSEQUENCES 
 
Nil 
 
CONSULTATION & TIMING 
 
Nil 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1  Ali Curung Safe House Report.pdf  
  
  



Attachment 1 Ali Curung Safe House Report.pdf 
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Attachment 1 Ali Curung Safe House Report.pdf 
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GENERAL BUSINESS 

ITEM NUMBER 7.4 

TITLE Community Safety Report 
 

REFERENCE 380215 

AUTHOR Liza Taylor, Senior Administrative Officer         
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the Authority receive and note the report 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
The report provides an update on community safety operations in Ali Curung 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Nil 
 
ISSUE/OPTIONS/CONSEQUENCES 
 
Nil 
 
CONSULTATION & TIMING 
 
Nil 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1  LA Report February 2023.pdf  
  
  



Attachment 1 LA Report February 2023.pdf 
 

 

Attachment 1 Page 27 
 

 



Ali Curung Local Authority  3 April 2023 

- 28 - 

GENERAL BUSINESS 

ITEM NUMBER 7.5 

TITLE Barkly Regional Deal Update from the Barkly Backbone 

REFERENCE 380219 

AUTHOR Liza Taylor, Senior Administrative Officer         
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the Authority receive and communicate with the Barkly Backbone  
 
SUMMARY: 
 
The Barkly Backbone team will be providing a verbal update on the Regional Deal and lead 
a short discussion with the LA. 
 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
There are no attachments for this report. 
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VISITOR PRESENTATIONS 

ITEM NUMBER 12.1 

TITLE Menzies School of Health Research Presentation 
 

REFERENCE 380217 

AUTHOR Liza Taylor, Senior Administrative Officer         
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the Authority receive and note the presentation. 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
This presentation is to inform the LA of a community based study titled ORVAC. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The study team are looking for endorsement from the LA Committee to be able to visit and 
speak to Mums with eligible babies and with their consent, enroll them into the study. 
 
ISSUE/OPTIONS/CONSEQUENCES 
 
Nil 
 
CONSULTATION & TIMING 
 
Nil 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1  Ali Curunga Request to Present at LAM.pdf  
  
  



Attachment 1 Ali Curunga Request to Present at LAM.pdf 
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VISITOR PRESENTATIONS 

ITEM NUMBER 12.2 

TITLE University of Adelaide Presentation  

REFERENCE 380218 

AUTHOR Liza Taylor, Senior Administrative Officer         
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the Authority receive and note the presentation 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
 
This presentation is to inform the LA of funded research that looks at changes to Indigenous 
mobility and the implications for future planning of remote housing, infrastructure and 
services. 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Previous data shows that some community population is growing, shrinking or stable. Ali 
Curung has been pointed to deep dive into a further study due to recording large changes in 
their population.  
 
ISSUE/OPTIONS/CONSEQUENCES 
 
Nil 
 
CONSULTATION & TIMING 
 
Nil 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1  Form-Local-Authority-Presentation-Request-10.03.2015.pdf  
  
  



Attachment 1 Form-Local-Authority-Presentation-Request-10.03.2015.pdf 
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OTHER BUSINESS 

ITEM NUMBER 13.1 

TITLE Sport and Recreation Report  

REFERENCE 380212 

AUTHOR Liza Taylor, Senior Administrative Officer         
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the Authority receive and note the report. 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
This report details the programs and the attendance of the Sport and Recreation programs 
from November to February. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Nil 
 
ISSUE/OPTIONS/CONSEQUENCES 
 
Nil 
 
CONSULTATION & TIMING 
 
Nil 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1  LA Blur 11 12 01 02_YSR Ali Curung.pdf  
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Attachment 1 Page 34 
 



Attachment 1 LA Blur 11 12 01 02_YSR Ali Curung.pdf 
 

 

Attachment 1 Page 35 
 

 

 


